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PERENNIALS THAT WORK 
IN THE SHADE 

 
Gardening in the shade has the reputation of being difficult, but it doesn’t have to be. By choosing the right 

partial shade or shade-loving plants, it’s possible to have a beautiful landscape even in limited light. Some of 

the most popular garden plants are reliable standbys for a reason: with the right location and care, they 

provide season-long enjoyment even for novice gardeners. 

Here are some suggestions for partial shade or shade plants to get you started on the road to a lush, shady 

oasis.  Gardener Tip:  Make sure to read the grower tag on the plant to help determine the amount of light 

that is required for that variety.  

Perennials and Shrubs for Partial Shade 
 
Ajuga   Clematis  Hosta   Pulsatilla 
Akebia   Clethra   Hydrangea  Rhamnus 
Alchemilla  Cornus   Hypericum  Rudbeckia 
Amonsia  Corydalis  Iris   Rumex 
Anemone  Dicentra  Isotoma  Sagina 
Aquilegia  Diervilla  Itea   Sambucus 
Aralia   Digitalis  Lamiastrum  Sisyrinchium  
Aruncus  Doronicum  Lamium  Spigelia 
Astilbe   Euphorbia  Leptinella  Tanacetum 
Berberis  Fern   Lewisia   Thalictrum 
Bergenia  Forsythia  Ligularia  Thuja 
Betula   Fothergilla  Liriope   Tiarella 
Brunnera  Galium   Lobelia   Tradescantia  
Buxus   Gaura   Lysimachia  Tricyrtis 
Campanula  Geranium  Monarda  Veronica 
Carex   Geum   Nepeta   Viburnum 
Caryopteris  Helleborus  Oenothera  Viola 
Ceratostigma  Heucherella  Polemonium  Waldsteinia 
Chelone  Heuchera  Pulmonaria 

 

 
Perennials for Shade 
 

Aruncus  Dicentra  Heucherella  Polemonium 
Astilbe   Euphorbia  Hosta   Pulmonaria 
Brunnera  Ferns   Lamiastrum  Tiarella 
Carex   Galium   Ligularia  Tricyrtis 
Corydalis  Helleborus  Liriope 


